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The Forbes Center for the Performing Arts at James Madison University is excited to announce its 2016-2017 Masterpiece Season. The season includes 33 Masterpiece events and features performances/work by Grammy-winning musicians and ensembles, internationally acclaimed guest artists, groups and choreographers, and award-winning JMU theatre, dance and music students and faculty. 

Topping the list are performances by Forbes Center “Encore” artists including 20-time Grammy-winning guitarist Pat Metheny with drummer Antonio Sanchez, bassist Linda Oh and British pianist Gwilym Simcock; renowned British actor Julian Sands in the solo tour-de-force, A Celebration of Harold Pinter; and The Milk Carton Kids, a Grammy-nominated, flat-picking duo whose music has been described as “gorgeous contemporary folk” (NPR).

Other Encore performances include Rhythmic Circus’ Feet Don’t Fail Me Now!, “a family-friendly tap extravaganza” (New York Post); “thrilling, mesmerizing work” (The Village Voice) by New-York based Doug Varone and Dancers;
the Grammy-winning Turtle Island Quartet with jazz pianist Cyrus Chestnut in its brand new program, Jelly, Rags & Monk; Neil Simon’s Last of the Red Hot Lovers from the acclaimed Walnut Street Theatre; and Daniel Kelly’s Rakonto: Voices from the Valley, a presentation that celebrates the rich cultural diversity in the Shenandoah Valley by weaving together interviews and stories from family members of Harrisonburg High School students with photography, jazz, classical and folk music.    

Rounding out the list of Encore shows are the Grammy-nominated National Symphony Orchestra of Ukraine featuring guest piano virtuoso Alexei Grynyuk; the Havana Cuba All-Stars, who will bring Latin dance, soulful ballads, Spanish and traditional songs to the Forbes Center on its debut U.S. tour; the critically acclaimed British vocal ensemble, The Tallis Scholars; one of Ireland’s most popular vocal ensembles, The Five Irish Tenors; The Bockety World of Henry & Bucket, a poetic and humorous play about friendship by Ireland’s Barnstorm Theatre Company; and Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters: An African Tale, a production featuring authentic African drumming and original music by Dallas Children’s Theater, one of the top theatres for families in the nation.

The Bockety World of Henry & Bucket and Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters: An African Tale are new “Forbes Family Fun” events this season, as are Children of Eden, an inspirational musical about family and faith from the composer of Wicked, Godspell and Pippin, and Community Collage Concert, which features artists and ensembles from the Shenandoah Valley and benefits Any Given Child Harrisonburg; Holidayfest and Sing Out! return to the lineup. Forbes Family Fan events are geared toward young audiences and their families, and this year’s series is sponsored by Union Bank & Trust. 

The Masterpiece Season opens September 9-10 with Attack Theatre headlining the New Dance Festival. The Pittsburgh-based dance company is known for its ability to “attack” performances with “ninja-like intensity” (Pittsburgh Tribune Review). The festival also features dance faculty members Ryan Corriston, Shane O’Hara, Kate Trammell, Suzanne Miller-Corso and Cynthia Thompson.

Other dance events include Dancescapes featuring JMU’s Virginia Repertory Dance Company and New Voices in Dance featuring JMU’s Contemporary Dance Ensemble.

The three-day Contemporary Music Festival features the music of Grammy-winning composer Augusta Read Thomas. Four JMU music faculty members team up to perform masterworks by Béla Bartók and George Crumb for two pianos and percussion in Night Music. The season also includes Friendship – Sweetest Balm of Life, a choral celebration featuring singers from the powerhouse programs of Florida State and James Madison University, as well as Jazz 4 Justice, a concert in cooperation with Virginia State Bar’s Diversity Conference benefitting Blue Ridge Legal Services, Inc. and JMU School of Music scholarships. 

The Forbes Center will also partner with JMU’s Furious Flower Poetry Center for Throw Your Head Back & Sing as a tribute to Maya Angelou and with WMRA to present a live recording of Mountain Stage.

The JMU Opera Theater will perform Leonard Bernstein’s comedic operetta, Candide, in the fall, as well as Opera and the Jazz Age and Gilbert and Sullivan’s The Mikado in the spring.

In addition to Children of Eden, the School of Theatre and Dance presents the world premiere production of Serpentine Pink by Megan Breen; The Tempest by William Shakespeare; the toe-tappingly fun and romantic musical fable of Broadway, Guys and Dolls; and William Inge’s Picnic, winner of the 1953 Pulitzer Prize for Drama and New York Drama Critics’ Circle Award for Best Play.

Season offerings go on sale to the general public on Wednesday, June 29th. Tickets will be available at www.jmuforbescenter.com or at the Forbes Center Box Office in person or by phone at (540) 568-7000. Contact 
Jen Kulju, public relations coordinator at the Forbes Center, at (540) 568-4394 or by e-mail at kuljuja@jmu.edu for further information.


2016-2017 Masterpiece Events & Other Season Highlights

	Show
	Date(s)

	Attack Theatre headlining the New Dance Festival
	Sept. 9-10

	Mountain Stage
	Sept. 11

	The Havana Cuba All-Stars
	Sept. 24

	Night Music, Masterworks by Bartók and Crumb
	Sept. 27

	Throw Your Head Back & Sing – A Tribute to Maya Angelou
	Sept. 29

	Feet Don’t Fail Me Now! – Rhythmic Circus
	Sept. 30

	JMU Pops! Music of Our World
	Oct. 1

	Serpentine Pink by Megan Breen
	Oct. 4-9

	Jazz 4 Justice
	Oct. 7

	Children of Eden
	Oct. 14-16

	The Milk Carton Kids
	Oct. 27

	The Tempest by William Shakespeare
	Nov. 1-5

	Julian Sands in A Celebration of Harold Pinter
	Nov. 4

	Candide 
	Nov. 11-13

	Autumn Opera Gala
	Nov. 12

	Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters: An African Tale – Dallas Children’s Theater
	Nov. 17

	Holidayfest
	Dec. 3-4

	The Tallis Scholars
	Dec. 8

	Dancescapes featuring JMU’s Virginia Repertory Dance Company
	Dec. 8-11

	The Family O’Brien
	Jan. 13

	Rakonto: Voices from the Valley starring Daniel Kelly
	Jan. 18

	An Evening with Pat Metheny w/ Antonio Sanchez, Linda Oh & Gwilym Simcock
	Jan. 24

	Sarunas Jankauskas, clarinet
	Jan. 19

	James Markey, trombone
	Feb. 2

	The Bockety World of Henry & Bucket – Barnstorm Theatre Company
	Feb. 5

	Opera and the Jazz Age
	Feb. 10-11

	JMU Contemporary Music Festival
	Feb. 14-16

	Guys and Dolls
	Feb. 21-26

	National Symphony Orchestra of Ukraine
	Feb. 24

	Brahms’ Schicksalslied
	Feb. 28

	Walnut Street Theatre – Neil Simon’s Last of the Red Hot Lovers
	Feb. 28. Mar. 1

	Friendship – Sweetest Balm of Life
	Mar. 14

	Doug Varone and Dancers
	Mar. 15

	The Five Irish Tenors
	Mar. 19

	Sing Out! An A Cappella Celebration
	Mar. 22-23

	Harlem Quartet – A CVPA Cultural Connections Artist-in-Residence Event
	Mar. 28

	New Voices in Dance featuring JMU’s Contemporary Dance Ensemble
	Mar. 30-Apr. 2

	Gay Men’s Chorus of Washington, D.C. - God Save the Queens
	Apr. 1

	Gilbert and Sullivan’s The Mikado
	Apr. 13-14

	Turtle Island Quartet with Cyrus Chestnut – Jelly, Rags & Monk
	Apr. 22

	JMU Symphony Honors Concert
	Apr. 23

	Picnic by William Inge
	Apr. 25-30

	Community Collage Concert
	May 13









